
FATHER MARQUETTE  
CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
Preparing Scholars, Leaders, and Saints

Only one thing is necessary…

Give!Ways to

Gifts of any amount are most welcome and 
appreciated! There are a variety of ways you can 

give to the Guardian Angels Appeal, including:

Direct Giving may be made by cash, check, 
electronic transfer or Visa/Mastercard. Donations 
may be made online at www.fathermarquette.org.

Donation of Securities are welcome and often 
offer additional tax benefits for donors.

Matching Gifts can double your donation. Ask your 
employer if they offer a matching gifts program.

Pledge Commitments are encouraged and can  
be made any time during the calendar year.

Please return the Annual Appeal envelope at  
your convenience. For questions or more specific 
details on any of these giving methods,  
contact Father Marquette Catholic Academy  
at (906) 225-1129 or jbetz@fathermarquette.org.

Supporting Father Marquette 
Catholic Academy

Guardian Angels
Annual Appeal

 2022/2023Publication costs sponsored by generous donors.

Thank you for your Generosity and Kindness!

ENDOWMENT FOR TEACHERS,  
CURRICULUM AND THE FUTURE
The establishment of the Staff Support Endowment 
during the 2021/2022 school year was a major effort 
to support our teachers and build financial stability for 
the school. It’s all about ensuring the future! 

Increasing Teacher Salaries: We are striving to 
provide more equitable salaries for our teachers. 
It is our goal to raise our salaries to 85% of the 
public-school salaries. Each year, we strive to gain 
momentum toward our goal, and as of this year we are 
at 73% of the public-school salaries. 

Maintaining Excellence: The quality of education 
at FMCA is truly outstanding. Our teachers, in 
partnership with parents, make this possible. Teacher 
salaries, that are more competitive with area public 
schools, will allow us to continue to recruit, hire and 
retain outstanding teachers!

About your Gift to the Endowment: 
      •   Your gift to the Endowment will not be spent.  

It will be invested for both income and growth.
     •   The annual distribution generated by the 

Endowment will support our teachers and staff. 
      •   Oversight of the Endowment is provided by 

the UP Catholic Foundation, and the assets are 
professionally managed.

SUPPORT OUR MISSION BY  
SUPPORTING OUR GENERAL FUND

REMEMBER FATHER MARQUETTE 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY IN YOUR WILL 
 
A gift through your Will is one of the most 
meaningful legacies you can provide for your family 
and for FMCA. Your Will allows you to provide 
for your loved ones after your death. It also is an 
opportunity to make a wonderful difference for the 
children, as they pursue excellence in academics and 
growth in faith and virtues. Your gift to FMCA may 
be expressed in these words:

I give and bequeath the sum of $________  
(or ______% of my estate) to Father Marquette 
Catholic Academy for its most important priorities.

More specific instructions may also be provided 
regarding the use or designation of your gift. If 
you would like to speak or meet with a FMCA 
representative to learn more about Will or Bequest 
Opportunities, please contact FMCA at 906-225-1129 
or jbetz@fathermarquette.org. 

YOUR GIFT MAY BE DESIGNATED TO THE 
FOLLOWING AREAS OF NEED 
 
General Fund: Supports all school expenses.  

Staff Support Endowment: Supports teachers, 
curriculum and financial stability for the future.

Tuition scholarship: Provides tuition assistance to 
families in financial need.

Facility Improvements: Keeps the school facility 
well maintained and updated, e.g., replacement of 
classroom doors and renovation of bathrooms. 

We are blessed and 
grateful for every gift.
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The FMCA Mission Statement drives everything we 
do as a school. When you support Father Marquette 
Catholic Academy, you support our incredible 
Mission. To support and grow in our Mission, we 
continually evolve and maintain all important areas 
of our school, which includes generous scholarships 
to those who wish to attend but need support, 
curriculum enhancements, staff salaries and benefits, 
building updates, safety enhancements, building 
maintenance, extracurricular opportunities, such as 
our horticulture program, and more. 

Each year, your generosity contributes to the 
enhancing and building of the Catholic, Classical 
school in our community. Having this educational 
opportunity is now more important than ever, as these 
future saints, ages three to thirteen, grades PreK 
through Eighth, need a strong foundation in faith and 
virtue to stand strong in the path of Christ. We are 
fostering future leaders and saints, who will go out to 
improve the world around them. Our school provides 
hope for our Churches and for the future.

We hope you will consider 
a generous gift.



Centered in the person of Jesus Christ and 
grounded in the teachings of the Catholic 

Church, Father Marquette Catholic Academy 
is a mission of four Marquette parishes. 

Partnering with parents, we work to form 
students into disciples who will go forth 
to improve the world around them. We 

accomplish this by uniting the pursuits of 
faith and reason. Through rigorous academics 

grounded in the perennial Classical 
Curriculum and a commitment to  

personal attention of each student and 
their growth in virtue, we are dedicated to 
the complete formation of our students, 

remembering that in the end,  

only one thing is necessary. 

OUR MISSION: 

BUILDING LEADERS BEYOND  
THE CURRICULUM:  

MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT
By Dr. Jessica Betz

FMCA boasts a number of programs that help shape 
our future saints into leaders. Our athletic programs 
are both thriving and growing, thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of our Athletic Director, Coaches, and 
student leader athletes. Currently we offer strong 
teams in Cross Country, Boys and Girls Basketball, 
Volleyball, and Track. 

Beyond athletics, FMCA provides opportunities for 
students to excel in several other areas, which foster 
the mind and spirit. We were excited to bring back 
prayer partners this year, where our middle school 
students partner with young students for Mass, prayer 
time, book reading, and more. This is an opportunity 
for our students to learn from one another and to share 
in the faith, as they strive to grow as disciples in Christ. 

LEGO Robotics also returned to FMCA this year! We 
have a strong team of almost thirty students, with 
six coaches and two student helpers. The LEGO team 
allows our students to experience and explore STEM 
topics, in teams, and to go beyond our daily curriculum 
through exploration, discovery, and wonder. 

The continual growth at FMCA has been a true 
blessing, and is possible due to the gracious individuals, 
like you, who support the school through faith, love, 
prayers, and generosity. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD AT FMCA: 
AN EARLY FOUNDATION FOR A 

LIFETIME OF GROWTH
By Mrs. Jennie Thill

A child’s early years are some of the most important, 
laying the foundation for a lifetime of learning and 
growth. Preschool is more than just preparation for 
elementary school. We partner with parents to form the 
whole child: spiritual, cognitive, physical, social, and 
emotional.  

This fall, we received a five-star rating from “Great Start 
to Quality”. This is the system which evaluates the 
quality of early childhood programs in Michigan. Four 
years ago, we implemented the Highscope Curriculum, 
which meets Michigan’s Early Childhood Standards and 
flows well into the Classical Curriculum implemented 
in the older grades. The benchmark of our curriculum 
is the “plan, do, review” segment; This helps young 
learners to develop critical thinking skills to discern 
how to spend their work time. The teacher guides them 
to think about who they played with, what activities 
they choose, and what they might try the next time. In 
addition to this, our PreK students take weekly art and 
music classes beginning in the three-year old classroom.  

Our teachers and aides play an important role in the 
success of our early childhood program. Our seasoned 
educators have a passion for early childhood education, 
which shows in their level of professionalism and the 
reputation they have built for the school since the 
program began.

SETTING THE FOUNDATION 
IN FAITH THROUGH OUR 

CURRICULUM  
By Mrs. Sharon Parsons

While in the season of Advent, which is a penitent 
season of preparation, I am reminded that we 
are blessed as educators at FMCA to have the 
opportunity to help prepare and guide our students to 
develop into saints. We are able to foster and nurture 
the love of God already present in each child and 
help our students as they build their relationships 
with Jesus. Pope Benedict XVI said, “A good school 
provides a rounded education for the whole person. 
Over and above this, a good Catholic school should 
help all its students to become saints.” Our faith 
is truly intertwined throughout our curriculum 
and embedded into every aspect of the school. Our 
goal is for our students to not only have a strong, 
rigorous classical education but also to know their 
true identity in Christ and develop confidence in 
themselves and in their relationship with God. 

Students actively participate in our Catholic faith 
throughout their entire day. They read classical 
and faith-based novels, have theological classroom 
instruction with rich Socratic discussions, science 
lessons led by the wonder and discovery of God’s 
beautiful world, prayer throughout the day and 
lessons on virtues. Along with our daily curriculum, 
our students have meaningful opportunities to be 
a part of powerful living rosaries, have student 
prayer partners and weekly student-led Masses. 
We complete purposeful service-learning projects, 
have opportunities to attend weekly Adoration, sing 
faithful songs daily in choir and have confession and 

penance services during 
the Advent and Lenten 
seasons. We are also 
blessed to have priests 
who often visit to teach 
theology classes and spend 
time reading and playing 
music to our younger 
students. Through all these 
purposeful opportunities, 
we are able to develop 
and nurture successful 
students who are faithful 
followers of Christ.

SCHOLARS LEADERS SAINTS

“We partner with parents to form 
the whole child: spiritual, cognitive, 

physical, social, and emotional.”


